
Multiple identities of student sex 
workers: Understanding their 
motifs, opinions, and needs.  



Christian: Health Sciences Undergrad - Gay Pornstar 

“I’m grateful to know 
that the sex work does 
not determine who I am 
as a person.”   



•  Understand the intersecting identities of 
students who work in the sex industry.  

•  Explore how they coordinate their academic 
responsibilities with their work and how 
they describe their needs and challenges.  

•  Give student sex workers a voice to tell 
their own stories.  

•  Use an environmental photography 
perspective to include participants in the 
creative process.  

Purpose of the Study: 



Reflexivity Statement 
Alex Petro 
•  MSW 
•  Photographer 
•  Third-culture 

background 
•  Trilingual  
•  Feminist  
•  Health Researcher  
•  Insight into 

oppressed and 
marginalized 
communities  

Ute Anderson 
•  MSW 
•  15 year veteran 

sex worker 
•  Immigrant 
•  Bilingual 
•  Feminist, 

advocate of 
gender equity 

•  Insight into the 
field of sex work 
and related 
issues.  



“I’m not a whore, that’s 
not who I am. I’m just a 
girl that’s trying to 
make it in life.” 

Bunny: Master’s degree - Dancer  



Methods 
•  Recruited participants through a snowball 

sampling process, word of mouth, social 
media outreach.  

•  In-person interview with eleven item 
questionnaire.  

•  Open-ended questions relating to identity, 
dual-responsibilities, trajectory, motivation, 
logistics of sex work, relationships.  

•  Photo project where participants where 
asked to bring an item that represents them.  



Patton: Humanities Undergrad - Gay Escort  

“It’s really important 
to talk about the 
privilege of indoor 
workers and white sex 
workers vs. sex 
workers of color.”   



Results 

Emerging Themes:  

•  Sex work as form of empowerment. 

•  Higher education as tool for transformation. 

•  Sex work as flexible way to finance education. 

•  Intersection of sex work and student identity. 

•  Impact of sex work on interpersonal 
relationships.  



Curlz: Masters student - Adult store employee 

“This is my favorite sex 
toy; called The 
Womanizer. This is how 
I destress, but I cannot 
talk about masturbation 
or sex in class when we 
talk about self care”   



Discussion •  Sample was not representative 
of the general sex work 
population.  

•  Student sex workers might 
have been motivated to 
participate because their 
stories do not align with 
existing research on sex work.  

•  Participants shared thoughts 
on empowerment and social 
justice rather than discussing 
personal stories of 
victimization.  



“Teachers try to be 
sensitive about it, meaning 
they assume I’m in the 
wrong place. They ask: 
‘You’re just doing it to get 
through school right?’ It’s 
hard for them to accept an 
alternative narrative of 
someone that chooses this 
work”. 

Zaira: Social Science Undergrad - Dancer 



•  Deconstruct biases 
about sex workers due 
to limited research.  

•  Expand the perception 
of what it means to be a 
sex worker.  

•  Develop guidelines for 
therapists, educators, 
and counselors.  

Implications 


