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When Your Existence IS 
Resistance: Sexual Expression 
as an Empowerment Tool For 

People With Disabilities



Image description: Illustration ‘G is for Gay’ by graphic designer Pâté of brown person wearing 
hearing aid and rainbow earring

“The only way to deal with an unfree world is to become so absolutely 
free that your very existence is an act of rebellion” Albert Camus 



#accessislove 
Disability, Ableism and the 

Liberation of Access  

Image description: fashion shoot photo of 
Aaron Phillip, black, trans fashion model, 

posed in her power chair, modeling a Gucci 
floral dress

Photo by MATTHEW TAMMARO



Disability 
Empowerment and 

Community 
Resilience 

Image description: Black and White photo of 
Robin Wilson-Beattie, Bethany Stevens, and 
a dog Sullivan. Bethany is posed in her chair, 

Robin with a cane. The caption on it reads 
‘This is what disability looks like- F*cking 

Awesome 

Photographer: Stan Bowman



Disability, Sexuality, and Performance as Expression

Image descriptions: Left photo: vintage porn movie ad. Text is: Alpha Blue Archives Presents 
Long Jeanne Silver in color, adults only. Still gallery, Uncut version, Bonus Stump Humping 

Scene Photo is of a nude white woman, reclined, touching her amputated leg 

Right Photo: Black and white photo of Bob Flanaganm wearing a hospital gown as a cape. 
White man, wearing an oxygen mask, locked collar on neck, ankle and wrist restraints, 

nipple clamps, chains, and weights that are connected to his penis. 



#DisabledPeopleAreHot: Social Media and 
Affirming Sexual Existence  

Image description: Pate illustrations “Aa 
Amputee” pair of legs, one with a 

prosthetic, with panties around the ankles, 
wearing red heels and “Hh Happy Endings” 

tin cans attached to a power chair

Image description: Illustration of Andrew 
Gurza in a power chair, leatherwear, 

holding a drink with the words “Disability 
After Dark with Andrew Gurza”



Sexuality, Social Justice and Individual Expression as 
Empowerment



Thank you!
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